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What is Animation?

“Refers to the process in which each 
frame of a film or movie is produced 
individually, whether generated as a 
computer graphic, or by 
photographing a drawn image, or by 
repeatedly making small changes to 
a model and then photographing the 
result. “

WordIQ.com



Huh?

Loosely, in the web world, animation 
can be thought of as “any moving 
image”
graphics, videos, games, tutorials can 
all incorporate animation 
Doesn’t necessary denote 
interactivity



What can Animation Add to a 
Website?

In judicious amounts, animation can 
add excitement and interest in your 
site

Games
Revolving graphics

More importantly, web animation is a 
valuable teaching aid, both for 
patrons and staff

“how to”  tutorials
Staff training



Animation Tools

Animation software ranges from free, 
easy to use downloads to hugely 
expensive packages created for 
professionals
As with all software purchases what 
you want to do will dictate what you 
buy!



Animation Tool Sampler

Interactive animation packages
This software allows you to create 
animations that allow for involvement 
from the user (i.e., games)

Macromedia Flash
Adobe LiveAction



Animation Tools Sampler

Screen video capture software
Allows you to record and edit the 
movements you make on your 
computer screen and publish them as 
movies

TechSmith Camtasia
Macromedia RoboDemo (Macromedia 
Captivate)



Animation Tools Sampler

Basic graphic animation software
Allows you to make animate images 
for your website.  There are many 
Open Source Software (free!) 
products available

Try ZDNet and other download sites for 
free applications 



Animation Tools Pricing

Free to ~$500
Professional software packages can 
cost much more
Many packages have educational 
pricing and licensing options



Show and Tell!

Camtasia

Scenario: a quick video demonstrating 
how to renew books from the Memorial 
Library Home Page.
http://staff.library.mun.ca/~gbyrne/anim/renew2.html

http://staff.library.mun.ca/~gbyrne/anim/renew2.html


Recording the Screen with Camtasia



Camtasia Workspace



Adding a “Callout”



Camtasia Timeline



Producing the Finished Product



RoboDemo Interface



Tips for Success

1. Think modular
2. Timing is everything
3. Plan twice, record once



Library Instruction

Searching the Catalogue
http://library.canterbury.ac.nz/tutorial/ge
n/librcatflash/index.shtml

Finding Articles
http://www.ulib.csuohio.edu/help/hands
-on/demos/article1.html

Evaluating Information
http://www.ulib.csuohio.edu/help/hands
-on/info.html

http://library.canterbury.ac.nz/tutorial/gen/librcatflash/index.shtml
http://library.canterbury.ac.nz/tutorial/gen/librcatflash/index.shtml
http://www.ulib.csuohio.edu/help/hands-on/demos/article1.html
http://www.ulib.csuohio.edu/help/hands-on/demos/article1.html
http://www.ulib.csuohio.edu/help/hands-on/info.html
http://www.ulib.csuohio.edu/help/hands-on/info.html
http://library.canterbury.ac.nz/tutorial/gen/librcatflash/index.shtml%ED%AF%80%ED%B1%BBFinding
http://www.ulib.csuohio.edu/help/hands-on/demos/article1.html%ED%AF%80%ED%B1%BBEvaluating
http://www.ulib.csuohio.edu/help/hands-on/info.html


What is Flash?

Macromedia software tool
In common use since circa. 2000
Has become the de facto standard 
for web animation
Used to create “rich” web based 
content
Integration of sound, video, text, 
interactivity



How is it used?
Animated banners / Marketing
Slide Shows
Menus
Forms / Surveys
Charts and Graphs 
Video, Audio
Animations with Interactivity
Web Based Applications
Entire web sites

http://www.bannersonline.com/portfolio/banner_ad_design/flash_banner_ad_design_1.phtml
http://www.heritage.nf.ca/avalon/tour/default.html
http://www.scriptocean.com/hmenu.html
http://www.dreamlight.com/webshop/technology/flashsurveys.html
http://www.infosoftglobal.com/FusionCharts/LiveDemos/Clickable/Default.asp
http://media.highspeed.discovery.com/index.html
http://www.wwpl.net/ogilvy/ibm/fusion.html
http://www.flashbannernow.com/basic.php
http://www.creativebubble.com/startr.html


Macromedia Flash Features

What’s Good?



High Browser Penetration



Lightweight plug-in

File size: 480 K
Download Time Estimate: 1 minute @ 
56K modem
Acrobat Reader is currently 22.4 MB, 
or about 44x bigger than Flash player



Supported by Most Platforms

Windows NT/98/ME/2000/XP
IE, Netscape, Mozilla, Opera, AOL

Mac OS 9.x, 10.x
IE Netscape, Mozilla, Opera, Safari

Linux Redhat, SunJava
Mozilla, Netscape

Sun Solaris 8 -10
Mozilla



Plays Well With Others

Integrates well with other development 
platforms:

ColdFusion
Dreamweaver
PHP/ASP
Back-end databases



Content Streaming

File does not arrive in one big chunk, 
frames are sent across the internet for 
individual loading.

Can start to play while downloading 
so no long wait times.



Vector Graphics

Number of pixels used to display a 
vector image is determined by the 
resolution of the monitor or printer, 
not by the graphic 
Can be scaled to any size without 
losing detail or clarity 
Files are smaller and faster to 
download than .GIF, .JPEG, .BMP



Macromedia Flash Features

What’s Bad?



Gratuitous Animation*

Annoying splash pages

Multiple moving banners

*Poor design, not really fault of product



Non-standard navigation

Can’t use browser buttons to move 
around within a flash object

Can only use buttons (e.g. Stop) 
which have been included by the 
Flash designer  (example)

http://www.redbull.com/homepage.action?hasQuicktime=false


Lack of User Control

Does not turn off in browser even 
when images are disabled

Cannot easily download embedded 
images or text



Resource Discovery

Can’t use “find in page”

Can’t deep link to content

Content not indexed by search 
engines



Accessibility

Not easily translated for the visually 
impaired



The Flash MX Authoring Tool

Cost
$150 – Flash MX 2004 EDU
$220 – Flash MX Pro 2004 EDU
$499 – Flash MX Pro 2004

Steep learning curve
Lots of step by step tutorials
Can view code behind graphical 
interface





Flashy Libraries

Libraries are also using Flash 
animation to promote and deliver 
services over the web.



Virtual Tours

Mississippi State
http://library.msstate.edu/library/tour/

University of Detroit
http://research.udmercy.edu/libsvc/tours/#

http://library.msstate.edu/library/tour/
http://research.udmercy.edu/libsvc/tours/
http://library.msstate.edu/library/tour/%ED%AF%80%ED%B1%BBUniversity


Library Instruction

Searching the Catalogue
http://www.calgaryeducation.org/tutori
als/cplonlinecatalogue.htm

Acadia University - Plagiarism
http://library.acadiau.ca/tutorials/plagiar
ism/

U of Minnesota - Library Trivia Game
http://webhome.crk.umn.edu/~dlim/itc/F
lash/GameLoader.asp?GameName=Libr
aryResearch

http://www.calgaryeducation.org/tutorials/cplonlinecatalogue.htm
http://www.calgaryeducation.org/tutorials/cplonlinecatalogue.htm
http://library.acadiau.ca/tutorials/plagiarism/
http://library.acadiau.ca/tutorials/plagiarism/
http://webhome.crk.umn.edu/~dlim/itc/Flash/GameLoader.asp?GameName=LibraryResearch
http://webhome.crk.umn.edu/~dlim/itc/Flash/GameLoader.asp?GameName=LibraryResearch
http://webhome.crk.umn.edu/~dlim/itc/Flash/GameLoader.asp?GameName=LibraryResearch
http://www.calgaryeducation.org/tutorials/cplonlinecatalogue.htm%ED%AF%80%ED%B1%BBAcadia
http://library.acadiau.ca/tutorials/plagiarism/%ED%AF%80%ED%B1%BBU
http://webhome.crk.umn.edu/~dlim/itc/Flash/GameLoader.asp?GameName=LibraryResearch


Flash Freebies
Banner Maker

http://www.web-animator.com/

Slide Show Maker
http://www.megapictures.net/

Flash Intro Builder
http://www.freeflashintros.com/

Flash Menu Builder
http://www.scriptocean.com/menu.html

Flash Text Scroller
http://www.scriptocean.com/flashscroll/index.html

http://www.web-animator.com/
http://www.megapictures.net/
http://www.freeflashintros.com/
http://www.scriptocean.com/menu.html
http://www.scriptocean.com/flashscroll/index.html
http://www.web-animator.com/%ED%AF%80%ED%B1%BBSlide
http://www.megapictures.net/%ED%AF%80%ED%B1%BBFlash
http://www.freeflashintros.com/%ED%AF%80%ED%B1%BBFlash
http://www.scriptocean.com/menu.html%ED%AF%80%ED%B1%BBFlash


Remember

Gratuitous animation is bad design. 
Don’t abuse your power.
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