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What is a digital archive?

A digital archive is like a regular archive
except that the contents are digital.

"Archives have a bad image: worthwhile but
boring; necessary but a low priority for
funding; little-used and under-visited.
Dlilgi;r‘a access has the potential o change
all that."

Julian D. Richards (York, UK)
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Advantages of a digital archive

* Preserves decaying/deteriorating
materials like audio cassettes, folklore
department interview cards, "Land and
Sea" videotapes.

* Provides ubiquitous access to materials.
» Easy to duplicate material.
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Disadvantages of a digital archive

» Technological change may make digital
objects created today obsolescent in
the future.

» Access requires a computer and the
internet.

- Digital objects require special
treatment with respect to copyright
and rights management.
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History of the MUN DAL

» 2003 (Fall) - President Meisen convened
meeting to discuss the possibility of
providing web access to MUN's collections
as a means of promoting the University.

- 2004 (Winter) - Dean of Arts is faced
with a serious problem of deteriorating
collections in the Folklore Department.
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History of the MUN DAL

+ 2004 (Spring) - Joint proposal to the
President by the Dean of Arts and

University Librarian for the creation of
a digital archive using CONTENTdm.

+ 2004 (Summer) - Funding approved for
MUN digital archive from President's
special projects budget.

»+ 2004 (Fall) - acquire hardware/software

for the digital archive.




MUN DATI and Standards

» A digital archive is more than a bunch
of links and images on a web site.

 Images, sound files, text digital
objects, etc. are created within the
context of long-term preservation and
access requirements.
(avoid proprietary formats)

* Metadata description standards include
Dublin Core, RAD, EAD, XML, OAI-PMH

_— and Z39.50)




CONTENTdm Software

» Supports all media types

» Supports metadata standards for
encoding digital objects

» Scalable

» Easy to use interface

* Provides access and copyright control

» Supports search and retrieval protocols
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MUN Digital Collections
Newfoundland Quarterly (1901-)
(Centre for Newfoundland Studies)

NO
Newfoundland

2, Quarterly




MUN Digital Collections
Cluny Macpherson Diaries
(History of Medicine)




MUN Digital Collections
Photographs
(Maritime History Archive)
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MUN Digital Collections
Survey Cards
Folklore and Language Archive)
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e petarn completed card 19 Dept, of Folklors, Memorisl Unlversdty of Nesdfoundland, St. Jobn's, Nitd.
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MUN Digital Collections
Realia
(Folklore and Language Archive)
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MUN Digital Collections
Rare Documents
(Centre for Newfoundland Studies)

ALBERT
SCHWEITZER

THE
PROBLEM
OF
PEACE

IN THE WORLD
OF TODAY

Nobel Peace Prize Address
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MUN Digital Collections
MacEdward Leach Song Collection
(Folklore and Language Archlve)

SOME RIGHTS RESERYED



Accessing the Digital Archive

* MUN Digital Archives Web Site
* Google / Yahoo (WorldCat harvesting)

» Canada’s Digital Collections and other digita
repositories (OAI-PMH + Dublin Core)

» Atlantic Scholarly Information Network
Portal (metasearch + Z39.50

+ RSS
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Demos

+ MUN demo CONTENTdm site
* Other CONTENTdm sites
* Newfoundland Newspaper Index



http://memuniv.cdm.oclc.org/
http://www.contentdm.com/
http://info.library.mun.ca:81/index2.html
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