
“Just the Facts, Ma’am”: 
RSS and your library

Gillian Byrne
Information Services Librarian
Queen Elizabeth II Library
Memorial University of Newfoundland



What is RSS?

Stands for:
“really simple syndication”
“rich site summary”
“RDF site summary”

Means:

“[XML] format for syndicating news and 
the content of news-like sites” 

Mark Pilgrim, Dive Into XML



XML 
(eXtensible Markup Language)

Next generation HTML
HTML tags describe how the text should 
look:

i.e., <i>dive into xml</i> = dive into XML
XML tags describe what the text is:

i.e., <copyright>Memorial University 
Libraries</copyright>

Sound familiar?



RSS Flavors
There are several versions of RSS 

RSS 0.91 (UserLand): 
Dead easy! 
Technically obsolete but still popular
Good for basic feeds

RSS 2.0 (UserLand): 
Much more complex
Actively being developed by UserLand
Use for metadata rich feeds

RDF RSS 2.0:  
Not controlled by a single vendor (non-profit)
Stable & actively being developed. 
Uses DC tags



UserLand RSS 2.0 Feed



RDF 2.0 RSS Feed



What can RSS be used for?

Any “periodic” web-based information
i.e., 

• New books
• Events listings
• Bibliographies

Even internal information such as patron 
information or financial reports
the 10% of your website that changes 
frequently



Advantages of Using RSS

Allows you to scan headlines from 
several pages at one time
No ads/spam…yet
Real time news (feeds are updated 
constantly)
You can choose the sites you want to 
view (pulling info rather than pushing)



How does it all work?

Creating RSS feeds
Most blog software comes “XML 
enabled”
RSS feeds can be created from any 
databasified data using script





Finding RSS  feeds

1. Look for the XML logo on your favourite
news sites/blogs

2. Use RSS search engines
NewsIsFree
syndic8
Moreover
Yahoo!
Find That Feed

http://weblog.delacour.net/index.rdf






Reading RSS Feeds

RSS aggregators
Desktop aggregators

AmphetaDesk
Newzcrawler
Newsmonster

Web aggregators
NewsIsFree
MyFeedster
Syndic8
Bloglines









The Future

ATOM 
Intranet implications
Portal integration
Hacks?



Screen cap of my 
MUN
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