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Lady tourists in Labrador 
 The Plover brought letters from Miss Ward and Miss Hayden—the American 
ladies who left in the Hercules on a trip to Labrador. They express themselves as charmed 
with the grandeur of the scenery and delighted with their whole experiences during the 
trip. They also speak of the kindness and attention they have every where met; and were 
much pleased with the arrangements on board the Hercules for their comfort. Of Captain 
Cross they speak in high terms and declare that his name ought to be Captain 
Goodnature,--from his kindness and attention to them. 
 They took the whole round as far as Nain and returned to Hopedale where they 
had arranged to remain at the Moravian Mission station till the return of the Hercules; so 
that they will thus be able to obtain a glimpse of Esquimaux life, and of missionary 
operations among this once savage tribe. They have been very fortunate in obtaining 
some excellent sketches and photographs of the scenery. For three days they had fog and 
rain with a heavy sea, and after leaving Rigoulette encountered a heavy gale. This caused 
some detention; but the Hercules did her work well. It does not appear that they heard 
anything of those Labrador horrors over which America and Europe have been 
shuddering. Nain and Hopedale are as peaceful and comfortable as usual, and well 
supplied with provisions. Had there been any cannibals or troops of Arctic bears on the 
coast they would hardly have ventured to remain ten days at Hopedale. They are expected 
by the Plover on her return trip. 
 
August 23, 1886 p. 4, c. 2 
American lady tourists on Labrador 
 Among the passengers who arrived by the Plover, on Saturday night, were Miss 
Ward and Miss Hayden, who left by the Hercules, five weeks ago, on a trip to Labrador. 
They enjoy the distinction of being the first American ladies who have ever visited that 
wild and desolate region. Their account of their pleasurable excursion, the grandeur of 
the scenery, the novel sights they witnessed, and their interesting experiences among the 
people they met will, no doubt, induce many of their country-women to follow their 
courageous example in making a tour of “this great and terrible wilderness.” They 
describe the kindness and hospitality of the people as unbounded. The good Moravian 
missionaries at Hopedale opened their hospitable doors to them, and with them they spent 
a very pleasant fortnight. They had a full opportunity of studying the mission work here 
which has produced such a transformation in the character and habits of the once 
degraded heathen Esquimaux. They express themselves as charmed with the simplicity of 
character zeal and devotedness of these estimable men who carry on the good work in 
this dreary region. 
 As to hardships, privations or inconveniences, they appear to make light of any 
they had to encounter. Captain Cross of the Hercules (henceforth to be known as 
“Captain Goodnature”) took excellent care of them, and did all in his power to make their 
trip agreeable and to facilitate the objects they had in view. Captain Manuel of the Plover 
was equally kind and attentive. They have a lively sense of his unwearied kindness on 
their return trip from Battle Harbour to St. John’s. 
 Of course their experience furnishes a complete contradiction of those fabulous 
reports of cold, hunger and deaths by starvation which have been circulated in the press. 



The weather was unusually fine; the ice disappeared at an early date in June; everywhere 
the people were busy in their fishing operations and they heard of no cases of death by 
famine or even of any destitution. The missionary ships, the Gleaner and Harmony, had 
arrived at the various Moravian mission stations, bringing ample stocks of provisions for 
the next twelve months. The ladies were quite anxious to see a polar bear or wolf, but of 
the many hundreds reported in the newspapers as ravaging the country, they failed to see 
or ever hear of a single one. They consider the fishery on Labrador as being on the whole 
“fair,” but along the whole coast of Northern and Eastern Newfoundland accounts are 
very unfavourable. 
 It is the intention of these ladies to spend a few more weeks in Newfoundland, 
making excursions in various directions, before returning to their native land. It is 
pleasant to know that they will carry back with them favourable impressions and pleasant 
memories of Terra Nova. 
 
 
An excerpt from A tribute dedicated to Anna Lydia Ward : in affectionate remembrance 
by her friend Florentine H. Hayden. Published 1934.  




































